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A joint AAGT and EAGT Gestalt Conference at the crossroads of civilisations 

Pre-Conference: 21st September; Conference: 22nd—25th September 2016 

Taormina Sicily  - Hilton Hotel 

Conference Brochure 
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Conference Overview 

  Wednesday 
21 September 

Thursday 
22 September 

Friday 
23 September 

Saturday 
24 September 

Sunday 
25 September 

 

Morning 9:00 – 1:00 
  

Pre-Conference 
Workshops         

(find room locations on 
page 13) 

9:00 – 1:30 
  

EAGT – Annual 
General 
Meeting 

  

8:30 – 10:00 
Plenary Speech: 
Donna Orange 
(Tindari A + B) 

Panel:             
Dan Bloom, 

Lynne Jacobs, 
Margherita 

Spagnuolo Lobb 

8:30 – 10:00 
Plenary Speech: 
Tonino  Griffero 
(Tindari A + B) 
Panel: Monica   
Botelho Alvim, 

Gianni Francesetti, 
Jean Marie Robine 

9:00 – 10:00 
Community Meeting   

(Tindari A + B)  

10:00 – 10:30 
Break 

10:00 – 10:30 
Break 

10:00 – 10:30 
Break 

10:30 – 11:30 
Process Groups 

10:30 – 12:00 
Session A:  

Workshops 
and Panels 

10:30 – 12:00 
Session D:  

Workshops 
and Panels 

11:30 – 12:00 
Break 

12:00 – 1:30 
Community Meeting 

(Tindari A + B) 

Lunch 1:00 – 2:30 
Lunch– on your own 

 

1:30 – 2:30 
Lunch– on your 

own 

12:00 – 1:00 
Lunch 

12:00 – 1:00 
Lunch 

1:30 – 2:30 
Lunch – on your own 

Afternoon 2:30 – 6:30 
  

EAGT 
General 
Board 

Meeting 

2:30 – 6:30 
  

Pre-
Conference 
Workshops 

 
(find room 
locations 

on page 13) 
  

2:30 – 5:00 
Process Group 

Facilitator 
Training 

  

1:00 – 2:00 
Plenary Speech: 
Leslie Greenberg 

(Tindari A + B) 

1:00 – 2:00 
Community 

Meeting           
(Tindari A + B) 

2:30 –5:30 
  

AAGT - 
Annual 
General 
Meeting 

2:30 –5:30 
  

EAGT- 
Executive 

Com-
mittee 

2:00 – 2:30 
Break 

2:00 – 2:30 
Break 

4:00 – 5:00 
AAGT New 

Members/First 
Timers 

Orientation 

2:30 – 4:00 
Process Groups 

2:30 – 3:30 
Session E:  
Lectures 

4:00 – 4:30 
Break 

3:30 – 4:00 
Break 

5:00 – 5:30 
Break 

4:30– 6:00  
Session B:  

Workshops 
and Panels              

4:00 – 5:30 
Session F:  

Workshops  
and Panels 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 – 6:00 
Welcome  
Address 

(Tindari A + B) 

6:00– 6:15 
Break 

5:30 – 6:00 
Break 

6:00 – 7:30 
Process Groups 

Evening 6:30 - 
Free time 

 

6:00 – 7:00 
Opening Event 
(Tindari A + B) 

6:15 – 7:45 
Session C: 

Workshops  
and Panels 

7:30 – 11:00 
Break 

 
Dinner 
Auction 

Entertainment 
Giardino (Garden 

facing the sea) 

7:00 – 8:30 
Process Groups 
(find locations 

on pg. 15) 

8:45 – 
Dinner 

7:45 – 11:00  
Free Time /   

Dinner on your 
own 
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Hotel maps—First and Second Floor 

Giardini– 

Naxos 

Sicily 
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                   Welcome from Conference Conveners                                     

Dear colleagues, 

Welcome to Taormina and the first EAGT/AAGT joint conference! 

Here together in Sicily we are living an experiment conceived by the three sponsoring associations some years ago.  Let’s 
provide you with some background for this event.  In the spring of 2013, Margherita was asked by the AAGT if she 
would like to support the organisation of an AAGT conference in Italy.  At the same time the EAGT was searching for a 
site for its next conference.  Usually one of the European national associations comes forward with a candidate.  Some 
people on the EAGT General Board asked Gianni to propose Italy.  At this point, Margherita and Gianni realized that 
these two suggestions could converge as one since both conferences were to be held in 2016. They felt excited by the 
possibility of a joint conference in Italy: a lot of novelty emerging at the contact boundary!   

So, the Italian association, chaired by Michele Cannavò, brought a proposal to the EAGT conference in Krakow in Sep-
tember 2013. It included the clear statement that if Italy would be chosen the proposal would be for a joint EAGT/AAGT 
conference.  Italy received a clear preference over other candidates.  So Margherita and Gianni proposed to the AAGT 
the project of a jointly planned and administered Taormina conference. During its biennial get-together in Asilomar, Cali-
fornia in September 2014, the AAGT decided to join in this adventure.  After a quite long and intense process within and 
between the three associations, people developed enough felt trust to dare such an experiment: the ground was ready and 
the organisational work started! Beside Gianni and Margherita, at this point Burt from the AAGT and Jelena from the 
EAGT volunteered as conveners. Many additional people from the three associations committed to assist in this journey 
by working in committees and taking on difficult organizational tasks such as peer review, programming, logistics, regis-
tration and process group structuring.  

We four conveners have been the room where the energies, sometime synergic, sometime conflicting, arrived and needed 
help to find a good shape: we have been supported by a common vision and ground and by the trust that this experiment 
was worthy, exciting, potentially fruitful.  We never lost this support and we had the great experience to collaborate with 
generous, devoted and competent people who did a huge amount of work in order for us to be here together today.  The 
fact that registration for the conference was unexpectedly maxed out seven months before the conference shows that we 
are meeting a need or a wish in the field: to have the chance to meet each other, to explore our similarities and differences 
in an aesthetic way and in a beautiful place. From these ingredients the title of the conference emerged. 

We are aware that this conference is a big challenge, logistically and culturally.  We, all the members of the scientific and 
planning committee, have done our best to provide an exciting and safe enough ground to meet the novelty and foster our 
growth.   We are grateful for the generous work that the volunteers are offering for making possible our meeting.  What 
we need now is your presence, your aesthetic commitment, your availability to make contact and take in the other in a 
process that we hope can transform all of us and provide new ground for future adventures. 

Enjoy this first EAGT/AAGT joint conference! 

The Conveners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Gianni Francesetti              Burt Lazarin           Margherita Spagnuolo Lobb        Jelena Zeleskov Djoric         
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 Welcome letter from Presidents and Presidents-Elect  
Dear Participants, 
 

Welcome to Taormina! 
 

We are so excited that you are joining us for this conference.  The conference is the result of a long process of 
collaboration between our three organizations, the AAGT, EAGT and SIPG (Italian Association for Gestalt 
Therapy).  Past connections came together four years ago that led to the SPIG proposing a joint conference to 
the EAGT and the EAGT then approaching AAGT. And so here we are today, joining together for what may 
be the largest Gestalt Therapy conference ever! We are so grateful to the many volunteers from around the 
globe who have contributed to make this conference a reality. This would not be possible without the hard 
work of so many who have given so selflessly to bring us together in this new way. 
 

Since the idea was first hatched, EAGT, AAGT and SIPG expressed both a excitement and doubt! Excitement 
for the great novelty and opportunities for discovery that this joint venture would no doubt bring, and doubts 
about finding common ground for the different traditions cultures, purposes and visions of our organiza-
tions.  Since the beginning, then, it was clear we faced both a great opportunity and a great challenge! 
 

And now, here we are! The field has provided enough support for us to move forward with this adventure and 
today we embody this living experiment. We are creatively present with our own interests and wishes, differ-
ences and potentialities, ready to explore the foreign land of our being together. 
 

We see the process of this conference as a historic event; a possibility for the organizing associations to learn 
from each other, to open our boundaries and redefine our identities. We trust that the experience of our meet-
ing in this new way will be a process of transformation that provides new ground for further journeys. We 
wish you an aesthetic experience springing from the emergent beauty that the joint-venture of this conference 
promises! 
 

Enjoy this time together; we look forward to our co-creation of what will unfold! 
 

Warmest Wishes, 
 

 

             

    

Michele Cannavo                 Patricia Tucker       Gianni Francesetti 

  SIPG President                        AAGT President                    EAGT President 

        Toni Gilligan 

        AAGT President-Elect     

      Beatrix Wimmer                                        

EAGT President-Elect 
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A Warm Welcome From AAGT Membership 

As members of the AAGT Board and chairs of the Membership Committee we welcome you to the 13th Biennial 

AAGT Conference and the first joint AAGT and EAGT conference. We hope you will find opportunities here that will 

offer you nourishing experiences. While you are with us, we would like you to consider becoming part of our AAGT 

family. If you are already a member we want to express our appreciation for your participation. 

Based on the belief that we can create and recreate ourselves as our interests and needs emerge, the membership 

determines the course of our organization. So, the success of the organization depends on the vision and contribu-

tions of our members. AAGT invites you to contribute your ideas, interests, talents and voices. To do so, plan to 

attend our community meetings and our   Annual General Meeting. We invite you to become actively engaged 

whether you are new to our conferencing, a new member, a renewing or current member.  

If this is your first conference, join us at the "Newcomers" event (see information below). We like to offer 

"Newcomers"  support in a smaller group and share more information about AAGT's process. In  addition, new stu-

dents/trainees have their first year membership fees waived.  To explore membership options in AAGT go to 

www.aagt.org 

             Maryanne Nicholls         Jim Battaglia 

 

 

 
NEW TO THE CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE?  

COME AND MAKE CONTACT BEFORE THE CONFERENCE BEGINS 
 

Orientation meeting for First Time Conference Goers 
Sponsored by the AAGT Executive Board and Membership Co-Chairs 

 

WHEN: Thursday, September 22nd, between 4 and 5 PM  
WHERE: To be announced - look for the colorful balloons near the registration desk 
 

For all First Time Conference Goers attending the joint AAGT/EAGT conference in Taormina, AAGT invites you to join 
us before the conference opening on Thursday September 22nd, between 4 and 5 pm.  

 meet some of our leaders and fellow conference goers,  
 learn about what AAGT has to offer,  
 find out about these process groups you’ll be participating in,  
 gain familiarity with the hotel and gorgeous surroundings,  
 learn a few useful things about getting around in Taormina, and 
 have a chance to win a gift certificate to support your experience of Taormina. 
 

The timing couldn’t be better – giving you a chance to meet and connect, and to orient yourselves to this amazing ex-
perience in a supportive way before the conference begins. 

If you’re not a First Timer Conference Goer, please feel free to join us as well to help welcome the newcomers! 

To find us, look for the colorful balloons near the registration desk. 

http://www.aagt.org
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We invite you to become an EAGT member! 
 

Dear friends,  

Welcome to this first joint EAGT / AAGT conference! 

Welcome to all those friends, who are already members of the EAGT. We are very happy to see you 
again and we hope you will enjoy the conference and experience it as a source of inspiration and an opportuni-
ty to meet warm and interesting colleagues from so many countries from all over the world. 

A special welcome to all of you, who are attending an EAGT conference for the first time. This confer-
ence is a special one, since this is the first joint conference of EAGT and AAGT. We are very proud, that to-
gether, we are able to offer you this interesting and exciting event. We are sure you will meet many new inspi-
rational people and hope that the meetings you attend during the conference will lead to stimulating, support-
ive and lasting contacts. 

Since being connected to colleagues is one of your reasons for attending this conference, we warmly invite you 
to become a member of the EAGT. The EAGT has different kinds of memberships for individuals, profession-
al organisations, training institutes and national associations. At the moment there are over 1000 members rep-
resenting more than 25 Countries. Basically, members can be associate or full members:  a full member meets 
the training standards set up by the EAGT in agreement with the European requirements.  

In addition to our department for Gestalt therapists, we have a department for Gestalt Practitioners in Organi-
sations (GPO). This department represents and supports those members who use the Gestalt approach in their 
work as coaches, counsellors or consultants in organisations. 

The EAGT offers you a solid, wide and professional network that stands for quality; is highly appreciated and 
respected not only by Gestalt associations in Europe but also many of the associations from other modalities. 
The EAGT is one of the most active and professionalised associations within the EAP (European Association 
for Psychotherapy).  

The EAGT supports the development of working groups and committees fostering projects in many areas, 
which support the European Gestalt community, such as ethics, training standards, research, science, profes-
sional quality, education, human rights and social responsibility.  

Please visit our website and find out more about this: www.eagt.org 

If you have any questions please address them to our Office Manager, Marga Berends, at the EAGT table 
during the conference. 

Enjoy this first EAGT and AAGT joint conference! 

 

The EAGT Executive Committee 

Michele Cannavò, Gianni Francesetti, Nurith Levi, Frans Meulmesteer,                                                           
Jack Van Liesdonk, Beatrix Wimmer, Jelena Zeleskov Djoric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eagt.org


10 

       Conference Poster Exhibition—Location: Nettuno  

We are delighted to announce the Conference Poster Exhibition. It will take place in the Nettuno Room and 

will be a permanent Display through the conference. There are 16 exciting Posters as noted below and    

during time periods identified in chart below,  the creators will be with their Posters to answer questions.   

 Author(s) and Times Available  Title 

Frans Meulmeester (on behalf of Nepalese students)   
Friday: 10—10:30 

Research on resilience in Nepal     

Gesualda Baldo, Raffaele Sperandeo, Tommaso Romitelli, 
Daniela Alicia Albesi, Massimo Figiolia, Mariangela Beato 
Friday: 14.00-14.30 

The narrative method about training in psychotherapy            

Antigoni Orfanou, Yolanda Androutsou                           
Friday: 16.00-16.30 

Greek Roma women meet the Other  

Laima Sapezinskiene, Lina Jurkstaite-Pacesiene  The Experience of Relationship in the Argentine Tango: 
“Haptics” concept and Gestalt Experience Cycle  

Vassia Karamanoli   
Friday: 10.00—10.30 

Narrating, hearing, adjusting, the art of connecting with the 
other and the community: Woody Mary, the example of 
incest and sexual abuse in the fairy takes, a Gestalt ap-
proach  

Marina Aralova, Illia Mstibovskyi   
Saturday: 10.00—10.30 

The Body in the Culture and the Culture in the Body  

Elena Lasaja  Field of Motherhood: Pregnancy and Postpartum Period  

Alessandra Merizzi     

Friday: 14.00-14.30 

Fear and Seduction in Encountering the Other  

Michele Borghetto, Ilaria Benedetti  Development of self-functions and learning disabilities in 
childhood and adolescence  

Michaela Hiebler-Ragger, Christina Gollner, Petra 
Klampfl, Liselotte Nauser, Human-Friedrich Unterrainer  

Professional and training conditions of Austrian Integrative 
Gestalt Therapists: Potential relationships with sense of  
coherence and burn out  

Serena Iacono  Tako-Tsubo Cardiomyopathy. A gestalt Reading    

Roberta La Rosa, Silvia Tosi                                                      
Friday: 10.00—10.30 

The outcome's research in Gestalt therapy: the SIPG       
project.  

Cristian Bahamondes  The Awareness: the responsibility of being conscious  

Vikram E. O. Kolmannskog  Gestalt approaches to gender identity issues (Young          
Research Awards project)  

Mark Reck, Jan Roubal, Margherita Spagnuolo Lobb   Researching on the process of this conference's                  
organizational team  

David Cebrián  

Friday: 16.00-16.30 

Agoratherapy: bringing gestalt therapy into the squares 
(Young Research Awards project)  
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Continuing Education 

APA  

Psychologists  

This course is co-sponsored by Amedco, the Association for Advancement of Gestalt Therapy, and the European 

Association for Gestalt Therapy. Amedco is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continu-

ing education for psychologists. Amedco maintains responsibility for this program and its content. 28.25 hours.  

Professional Counselors in these 41 states can submit APA:  

AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, IA, ID, IL, IN, KY, KS, ME, MO, MN, NC, ND, NH, NE, NJ, NM, NV, OK, OR, PA, 

RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY  

MFT’s in these 31 states can submit APA:  

AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, IA, ID, IN, KS, ME, MO, NE, NC, NH, NM, NJ, NV, OK, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, 

WI, WY  

Addiction Professional in these 26 states can submit APA:  

AK, AR, CO, CT, DE, GA, IA, IN, KS, LA, MO, MT, NE, NM, NC, ND, NJ, NV, NY (outstate held), OK, OR, SC, UT, WA, WI, 

WY  

 

ASWB  

Social Workers  

Amedco, #1346, is approved as a provider for social work continuing education by the Association of Social Work 

Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org, through the Approved Continuing Education (ACE) program. Amedco maintains re-

sponsibility for the program. ASWB Approval Period: 06/24/2016 – 06/24/2017. Social workers should contact their 

regulatory board to determine course approval for continuing education credits.  

Social workers participating in this course may receive up to 28.25 clinical continuing education clock hours.  

Professional Counselors in these 30 states can submit ASWB:  

AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, GA, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, ME, MO, ND, NE, NM, NH, NV, OK, PA, TN, TX, UT, VA, WI, WY  

MFT's in these 25 states can submit ASWB:  

AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, FL, IA, ID, IN, KS, ME, MO, NC, NE, NH, NM, NV, OK, PA, TN, TX, UT, VA, WI, WY  

Addictions Professionals in these 19 states can submit ASWB:  

AK, CA, CO, CT, GA, IA, IN, KS, LA, MO, MT, ND, NM, NV, OK, OR, SC, WA, WI, WV, WY  

 

New York Social Worker  

Amedco SW CPE is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an ap-

proved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #0115. 28.25 hours.  

 

Nurses  

Association for the Advancement of Gestalt Therapy (AAGT) is approved by the California Board of Registered Nurs-

ing, Provider Number 11846 for up to 28.25 contact hours.  

 

For further information contact the AAGT CE Officer, Dina Miller, P.O. Box 141122, Columbus, OH 43214. Dinamil-

ler3@aol.com Phone 614-563-6571  
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Pre-Conference Workshop Schedule Grid                               
Wednesday, September 21st, 2016 

 

 

Room Morning 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Afternoon 
2:30 pm –  6:30 pm 

All Day 
9:00 am  –  6:30 pm 

 

Pitagora 
     “I” is an other 

Ruella Frank and 
Jean-Marie Robine 

 

Cariddi 

  Between you and me:      
Relational movement play  
as a practice of presence                               
Emilyn Claid  

  

Meeting-the-other-meeting-me 
presence and otherness:        
Deepening relational practice 
and theory                                       
Rich Hycner  

  

 

Cordari 

     Encountering the other:  
 Personal growth and         
group  process workshop 

 Cathy Gray and 
 Marlene Blumenthal  

 

Scilla 

  History and culture live 
through us                         
Lynne Jacobs   

The many faces of gestalt ther-
apy: Is there a boundary of 
what is and what is not gestalt 
therapy?                                      
Robert Resnick  

  

 

 
1101 

Gestalt mindfulness: A      
meditation movement 
practice for our daily life in 
a desensitized world 
Lalei Gutierrez and                
Rosanna Zavarella 

MASKS: distant relationships 
deconstruction and reconstruc-
tion of new masks for a more 
sensitive compared with each 
other                                         
Sandra Salomao Carvalho  

 

 

 

1103 

An exploration of            
otherness                       

Di Hodgson 

Belonging, “otherness” and         
mutual co-creation: An art-
infused experience of Erving 
Polster’s life  focus community 
and how you can develop one                                   
Caroline Paltin 

 

 

 
1104 

The crack between the 
worlds: Gestalt and        
shamanism and the doors 
of perception                                        
Jay Tropianskaia  

  

The clinical applications of 
mindfulness meditation,      
somatics and gestalt therapy 
for fostering resiliency, creativ-
ity and trauma resolution                                                      
Ronald Alexander   

  

 

1105 

   Stop managing your emotions  
and start processing them                                    
Bea MacKay   

1106   The well resourced therapist      
Miriam Taylor   
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PROCESS GROUPS: Welcome to our conference: “The Aesthetics of Otherness: Meeting at the Boundary In 
A Desensitized World.” 
 

At this conference we are the largest international gathering in     Gestalt 
Therapy’s history and have a special opportunity to explore the existential, 
experiential, experimental and aesthetics of our approach.  Process Groups 
are a unique setting for this exploration.  
 

Many of you are unfamiliar with Process Groups so we especially want you 
to know you that your involvement is essential to them. They have been de-
scribed as the most meaningful, satisfying and moving aspects of gestalt 
conferences.  
 

Process Groups are a Gestalt group experiment involving contact.  
They embody the organizing principles of Gestalt Therapy and apply its 
theory and practice in conferencing.  
 

Process Groups involve our meeting in small groups of 10-12 members 
throughout the conference to share, reflect on and critically examine workshops, plenary presentations, and 
professional and personal experiences.  Here there is opportunity in the midst of the busy conference setting 
for us to meet supported by the intimacy of a small group size to explore emerging experience, thoughts, feel-
ings, questions and their meaning for the conference. 
 

Each group has two facilitators who guide, support and participate. Process Groups are not a group therapy   
or a leader led topic group. Facilitators encourage, stimulate and support participants to attend to their         
experience.  
 

All members participate as co-equal participants. Group leadership is seen as a function, not a position. Lead-
ership resides in everyone as members contribute reactions, concerns, knowledge, personal experience, mutual 
support and ideas.   
 

Emphasis is given to what is figural, the hierarchy of what is most urgent, of interest, and unfinished. Contact, 
the heart and soul of gestalt therapy, is explored in a supportive emergent group experiment of feeling, per-
ceiving, clarifying and sharing points of view. In our groups we can discover our similarities, differences, di-
versity, aesthetics, theory/practice, and community. Minority viewpoints, inhibitions, confusions and dissatis-
factions can be aired, given attention, clarified and valued as having potential meaning for everyone. 
 

Process Groups bring the large conference into manageable human proportion and illuminate the conference 
background of diverse experience. They support networking, dissemination of conference information, exam-
ining expectations, social interaction, intellectual cross fertilization, and bring to the conference’s emerging 
gestalt the vital ecological, social and political background. Feedback through facilitators to the conference 
organizers of themes and experiences (respecting confidentiality) makes it possible for the conference itself to 
be shaped from our emerging personal/collective experience. 
 

We look forward to sharing and creating this conference experience with you and wish you the best for a very 
good conference. 
 
Process Groups Committee:  
Co-Chairs: Claire Asherson Bartram, Perry Klepner, Silvia Tosi 
Committee Members: Rosanna Biasi, Billy Desmond, Judy Graham, Nives Vrecic  

Process Group Information  
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Process Group Schedule and Room Assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 22nd – 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Group(s) Number Room Location 

 Groups 1 - 47 Tindari A & B 

Groups 48-77 Nettuno 

Friday, September 23rd - 2:30 – 4:00 pm, and 
 

Saturday, September 24th - 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Group(s) Number Room Location Group(s) Number Room Location 

Groups 1 - 16 Tindari A Group 65 1105 

Groups 17 - 23 Tindari B Group 66 1106 

Groups 24 - 37 Nettuno* Group 67 1107 

Groups 38 - 42 Dionisio Group 68 1108 

Groups 43 -49 Calipso Group 69 1109 

Groups 50 - 52 Pitagora Group 70 2101 

Groups 53 - 54   Scilla Group 71 2102 

Groups 55 - 57 Cordari Group 72 2103 

Groups 58 - 60 Cariddi Group 73 2104 

Group 61 Circe Group 74 2105 

Group 62 1101 Group 75 2106 

Group 63 1103 Group 76 2107 

Group 64 1104 Group 77 2108 

*In case of bad weather, other 
meeting rooms, instead of Nettuno, 
will be used 

    

Sunday, September 25th - 10:30 – 11:30 am 
 

These rooms will be available to these groups 

Group(s) Number Room Location 

 Groups 1 - 47 Tindari A & B 

Groups 48-77 Nettuno 
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Community Meeting Information 

The Meeting Room is located in “Circe” 
During this joint conference of AAGT and EAGT, we will be alongside each other as participants and presenters in a 
variety of contexts (workshops, lectures, and plenaries). While these meetings will reveal some of the similarities and 
differences of our Associations, that will be incidental, not deliberate. As part of our desire to research this experi-
ment of a joint conference, we are creating this small meeting space where AAGT and EAGT members, as well as 
those who are not members of either association, can meet in conversation about being AAGT or EAGT members or 
non-members, the similarities and differences, the experience of the joint conference as a joint creation. In contrast 
to Process Groups where the focus is the person’s experience of their own particular participation in the conference, 
the Meeting Room is about the Associations’ experience. 

When it is open, the Meeting Room will be hosted by an AAGT and an EAGT member, who will be in conversation 
about their respective organisations and would include any visitors in that conversation, and yield the conversation to 
them…… 

There will be flip chart paper on the walls, and plenty of pens, and you are invited to write comments and reflections, 
in whatever form you are inspired to, (drawing, poem, etc.). You will be asked to date and time your contributions and 
if willing indicate whether you belong to AAGT/EAGT, neither or both. 

The Meeting Room will be open as often as possible throughout the conference except during the times of Process 
Groups. The location is Circe. 

Toni Gilligan and Nurith Levi 

In the AAGT, our Community Meetings have been a hallmark of our organization and its’ intention to create 
a community in which all members take part in our development, growth and governance. Supported by 
our constitution (http://aagt.org/about-aagt/constitution-bylaws/) and our Covenant of Community (CoC), 
(http://aagt.org/about-aagt/#tab-id-2) which is the list of established ways we wish to conduct ourselves, 
we endeavor to continually  co-create ourselves, and our organization as we value our emerging process 
together in the spirit of Gestalt principles.  

This year marks our first joint-conference with the EAGT and, with it, our first joint Community Meetings! 
We are excited to introduce EAGT members and other conference participants to join us in this process and 
to see what this new configuration of Gestaltists will bring forward together as a new community. 
 
We extend this invitation to all and we sincerely hope that you will join us during the conference at our 3 
community meetings and become part of this great experiment! 
 

The Community Meetings during the conference will be held on Saturday from 1:00 - 2:00 and Sunday 
from 9:00 - 10:00 and from 12:00 - 1:30 in Tindari A and B 

“Contact is the appreciation of differences” …  Fritz Perls 

  “and the recognition of similarities”  …  Dick Price  

http://aagt.org/about-aagt/constitution-bylaws/
http://aagt.org/about-aagt/#tab-id-2
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WORKSHOP AND PANEL LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

Friday 23 September 

Room 
SESSION A 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION B 

4:30 – 6:00 

SESSION C 

6:15 – 7:45 

1101  

  

Newly Published  

Book Exhibition 

1 

84                                                                
Please mind the gap 

Despoina Balliou     
Exarmenia Pappa 

248 
Sensing into the between:     
Implicit Knowing in the Ground 
of Experience 

Catherine Gray 

  

1103 

55 
Saving the Family in the Family 
Business 

Melissa Kelly McCabe, 
Lise Stewart 

226 
Responding to Securitization in Everyday 
Life 

Michelle Billies  

29 
New Phenomenology- another 
view to describe the aesthetic of 
otherness 
  
Friedhelm  Matthies, Olaf Zielke 

1104 

122 
Challenges of applying research 
methods in Gestalt therapy 

Willi Butollo 
Madeleine Fogerty 
Mark Reck 

 

Newly Published  

Book Exhibition 

2 

34 
Meeting at the boundary in a 
prejudiced world – body, sex, 
homophobia and intimacy 

 Adam Kincel 

1105 

170 
Gestalt's Clinical Phenomenology 
and "The Aesthetic Criterion":   
The Dynamic Connection 

Sylvia F Crocker 

126 
How to create a therapeutic                 
relationship? 

Gro Skottun  

36 
“The Embodied Otherness” 

 Miguel Islas  

1106 

93 
Somaesthetic Group Therapy: 
moving bodies, changing lives 

Billy Desmond  

237 
Ethics: a fascinating, though daily part of 
our work as gestalt therapists 

Joppie Bakker, Helene Fellman,               
Liz Kerr-Reed, Antje Lemann 

97 
The language of Gestalt and the 
Gestalt of language 

 Martin Jara  

1107 

196 
Rupture and Repair: At the Edges 
of Contact 

Belinda  Harris  
Deborah Lane 

233                                                              
Terrible Difference: Religious Conflict, 
Society, and Gestalt Therapy 

Philip Brownell                                            
Jon Blend                                                         
Sean Gaffney 

189 
Toward a Gestalt Aesthetic of 
Friendship 

Jack Aylward Charlie Bowman, 
Peter Cole, Bud Feder 

  

1108 

69 
A Memoir Workshop: Writing from 
experience 

I Fodor 

  

67 
The beauty of contact in a chronical field 

Raine Malfait 

  

26 
Meeting the "Other" Laura and 
Fritz Perls: Laura, the unknown      
writer – Fritz, the unknown            
psychoanalyst 
  
Nancy Amendt-Lyon 
Bernd Bocian 

1109 

139 
Community Music making: A Dia-
logic Aesthetic 

  

Jon Blend 

116 
The Art of Reflection: using ‘response art’ 
as a reflective practice. 

Camille McDonald 

72 
The Aesthetics of otherness in 
Families Beyond the Nuclear, 
and Groups - an experiential 
exploration 

 Claire Asherson-Bartram 

Color Chart (pages 17-23):   Yellow = Panels      Green (Session E) = Lectures 

           Grey =  Workshops   Pink = Newly Published Book Exhibition  
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WORKSHOP LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

Friday 23 September 

Room 
SESSION A 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION B 

4:30 – 6:00 

SESSION C 

6:15 – 7:45 

2101 

115 
Gestalt courts psycho-physiology: 
two case studies and the objective 
measurement of a two chairs   
gestalt intervention. 
  
Bea Mackay 
Sandra Jones 
Hiroko Demichelis 

86                                                                  
The verbal and nonverbal experience 
of Migration 

Natsu Hattori 
Alessio Rizzo 
  

163 
"I and Thou” in the couple 

Alexander Lommatzsch 
Caterina Terzi  

2102 

42 
FlowerScapes 

Eleni  Arsenidou 

  

219 
Couple: contract, balance and conflict 

Maria Lekareva 

  

 241 
Encountering the Cultural ‘Other’ 
in Gestalt Group Therapy; Struc-
tured and Emergent Ways to   
Promote Authentic Contact and 
Appreciate Difference 

Patricia  Tucker 

2103 

103 
In the name of the love -  Meeting 
Point on the Boundary 

Sanja Bratina, 
Edina Mahmutovic 
Margareta Mesic 

151 
The body creates the word and the 
word creates worlds. The bodily experi-
ence and the writing experience in  
Gestalt therapy 

Fabiola Maggio, Marilena Senatore 

155 
The Autogenic Training in Gestalt 
Therapy 

Teresa Borino 

2104 

117 
The law of Prägnanz and aesthetic 

Daan van Baalen 

264 
Gestalt Therapy with different groups 
of migrants, similarities and differences 

Deirdre Winter 

46 
Refugees, hosts and gestalt      
therapists 

Vikram Kolmannskog 

2105 

203 
The aesthetic of supervision: 
working with professional         
dilemmas relating to family issues 
involving a desensitized lifestyle. 

 Sandra S Carvalho 

166 
Meeting at the boundary: adolescents, 
gadgets and contact in a  modern world 

Kirill Khlomov 

179                                                       
Crossing the narcissistic mode for 
a new aesthetic of the Self 

Valeria Conte  

2106 

108 
Jean-Louis Chrétien’s Call and  
Response: Therapeutic Implica-
tions of Contact with Divinity 

Philip Brownell 
  

185 
Who fears emptiness? 

Rosella De Leonibus 

  

  

64 
The movement of the global    
village at contact-boundary 

Monica Bronzini 
Michela Gecele 
Michele Cannavo  

2107 

200 
Getting back to our senses, or 
about conscientious sensitized 
contacts 

Astrid Dusendschön 
Isabelle Le Peuc’h 

131 
GESTALT COACHING AND CONSULT-
ING: supporting awareness and        
creative adjustment within                    
organizations 

Franco Gnudi 

  

Newly Published  

Book Exhibition 3 

 

2108 

263 
Gifts from the Underworld:          
restoring ourselves and our field 
  
Rosie Burrows 
  

244 
The many facets of the Other: models 
of the Dialogue in group and individual 
Gestalt therapy, reflecting diverse 
views of the leaders of the communica-
tive and dialogical philosophy 

llia Mstibovskyi  

134                                                            
Explorations of the impact of    
gender as "other" 

Di Hodgson 

  

Scilla 

167 
Top and underdogs and the dance 
of creativity. 

Petra Lindblom 

109 
“Addictive experiences and gestalt 
therapy: An impossible relationship?” 
  
Maya  van Zelst  

135                               
Lights of darkness – facing         
intimacy 

Arpad Mondok 
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WORKSHOP and PANEL LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

Friday 23 September 

  

Room 

SESSION A 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION B 

4:30 – 6:00 

SESSION C 

6:15 – 7:45 

 

 

Cordari  

140 
Vitality 

Lynda Osborne, Mary Turner 

49 
Keeping It Real – A Therapist’s Guide 
To Working With Couples 

Marla  Silvermann  

106 
Talent in Relationship 

Gerrie  Hughes 
Piergiulio Poli 
  

 

 

Cariddi  

21 
''Dancing at the Boundary'':     
Contact-Improvisation (CI) in   
Gestalt 

Ayre Bursztyn  

199 
Meeting the Other through Conver-
sation and Play: A Clinical Approach 
to Gadamer’s Hermeneutics 

Carol Swanson 

52 
You and I: the "id of the situation" 

Jean-Marie Robine  

  

 

 

Pitagora  

 130 
Buddhist Psychology/Gestalt  
Therapy Integrated 

Eva Gold 
Steve Zahm  

245 
A Mindfulness Meditation Practice: 
Embodied Awareness in a Desensi-
tized Field 
  
Lalei Gutierrez, 
Rosanna Zavarella, 
Philip Belunce 

213 
Using Gestalt Methods to effectively 
work with Borderline and other       
personality disorders 

Mike Cotayo  

  

 

Dioniso  

210 
Human Rights and social                
responsibility in times of crisis 

Guus Klaren 
Dieter Bongers 
Ivana Vidakovic 
Michela Gecele 
Joanna Kato  

57 
The Integration of Gestalt Therapy & 
Mindfulness: New Somatic             
Approaches for the Treatment of 
Trauma & Cultivating Resiliency 

Ronald Alexander  

30 
Aging and Beauty, Living And Dying: 
Through A Gestalt Lens 

Madelon Rudman Clark,               
Anne Leibig 

 

 

Calipso  

33 
The Cape Cod Model for Working 
with Couples 
  
Joseph Melnick  

101 
What does a group need in order to 
become a group - what supports 
individuals to take the risk of contact 
in a group? 

 Ulla Diltsch,                                              
Gunter Ditzelmuller 

152 
Figure and ground experiences of 
the self: integrating development 
and psychopathology in clinical  
practice 

Margherita S Lobb 

  
 

 

Nettuno  

183 
From Fusion to Otherness to   Con-
nection Couples Therapy Revisited 

Rita Resnick 
Robert Resnick 

22 
A Musical Introduction to Borderline 
Adaptations 

Elinor Greenberg 

23 
Appreciating the aesthetics of       
personality function: embodied 
hopes, dreads and enduring           
relational themes 

 Lynne Jacobs 

 

 

Tindari 
A  

19                                                          
Dancing the Aesthetic of           
Otherness 

Peter Philippson 

259 
The Aesthetic of the Emerging Other: 
beauty, responsibility and evil at the 
contact-boundary 

Dan Bloom 
Sally Denham-Vaughan 
Jelena Zeleskow Djoric 
Gianni Francesetti 

110 
The Meeting of Gestalt Therapy 
Practice and Research 

Mark Reck 
Laima Sapezinskiene 
Rytis Artusas Stelingis, 
Christine Stevens 
Jan Roubal  

 

 

Tindari 
B 

193 
Suffering at the contact boundary: 
A developmental perspective 

Margherita S Lobb 
Ruella Frank 
Christine Stevens 

53 
Embodied Intimacy:                              
A Neurobiological-Gestalt Integra-
tion of Couples and Sex Therapy 

Stella Resnick  

  

32 
The Other in Organisational Work 

Frans Meulmeester 
Joe Melnick 
 Maria-Anne Chidiac 
 Sue Congram 
  



20 

 
 

  

  

WORKSHOP AND LECTURE LOCATIONS AND TIMES 
Saturday 24 September  

Room 
SESSION D 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION  E 

2:30 – 3:30 

SESSION F 

4:00 – 5:30 

1101  

27 
When the Therapist Feels Being 
Put Out of Balance: The TaiChi 
Metaphore 

Vincent  Beja  

90/96                                                                                      
Developing an Evidence Base for Gestalt Therapy: 
Applied research skills                                                                
Willi Butollo and Madeleine Fogerty 

76                                                                    
Healing play: de potential of 
the "doing as if” imagination 
of play in the therapeutical 
relation. 

Kristen Verellen 

1103 

160 
Experiences of otherness in 
teams – working at the contact 
boundary in group mediation 

Silvia Prins 

48                                                                                                
Core competencies in Gestalt Therapy – Presentation 
of a Research Study Project of the Institute of          
Integrative Gestalt-Therapy 
Ursula  Grillmeier-Rehder, Vienna IG wein 
99                                                                                                 
The creation of an international practice based       
research network in Gestalt Therapy process and   
outcome  
Pablo Herrera, Jan Roubal, Illia Mstibovskyi,                   
Jorg Bergmann 

114 
The Aesthetics of Holding 
Space for Women 

Ann Bowman 
Gail Feinstein 
  

1104 

50 
Playful Exploration of Meeting 
Otherness 

Eva Wendt 

  

78/243                                                                                 
Cultural Humility and Gestalt Therapy: An Exploration 
of Intersections and The Cosmology of the Ancient  
Mexican: A Gestalt View                                                        
Justin Laird,  Claudia Fernandez Santoyo 

127 
Meeting the Other when the 
Other is Ourselves: The       
Aesthetic of Otherness in  
Illness and Contacting.  

Janneka van Beusekom 
Catherine Gray 

1105 

68 
Moving Stories. Resonating with 
rhythms of the situation 

Helena  Kallner 

225                                                                                                
Siblings and Gestalt Therapy. Being brothers and sis-
ters in a desensitized world                                                      
Rosaria Lisi 

238                                                                                                 
The SIB Dimension: The post-modern experience of 
sibling-like relationships                                                            
Alessia Repossi           

37 
Meeting with Otherness of 
Childhood: Gestalt-Therapy 
with Child-Parent  Couple 

Natalia Kedrova,                          
Polina Egorova 

1106 

240 
Biospheria: Using Environmental 
Opera to Re-sensitize the Con-
tact-Boundary between Self and 
Natural World(s) 

Steven  Ausbury  

123                                                                                          
Gay men in old age – a challenge for both patient and 
therapist                                                                                  
Urs Stauffer 

  

98 
Gendering in Gendered Field 

Milena Zakri Alincova 
Michael Andrew Foy 
  

1107 

39                                                 
Gestalt Therapy's Embodied 
Styles 

Susan Gregory 

   

224                                                                                           
Panic disorder and general medicine                              
Simona E. M Mignosa 

157                                                                                         
Panic Attacks – Relational Model of Base (MRB), Life 
Cycle and Clinic in Gestalt Therapy Kairòs                       
Gaspare Orlando 

156                                                           
Destiny of the sentient       
experience. A journey into 
the development of our hu-
manity 

Pierre-Yves Gorieux 

1108 

45                                                 
Eros, sexuality and the Illusional 
presence of the Other 

Petros Theodorou 

146                                                                                               
What does the “post-modernization” of Gestalt Ther-
apy concepts mean and which problems may arise?                                                                            
Kathleen Hoell                                                     

133                                                                                    
Awareness and responsibility in a desensitized world: 
The challenge of the Gestalt therapy here and now.                                                                         
Pilar Campo                        

71                                                        
Falling through the bottom, 
grounding in bottomlessness 

Marianne De Wulf 

1109 

222                                                    
Infinite desire in a finite world 

Antonia Konstantinidou, Fotini           
Maroglou, Georgios Giaglis,   
Katerina Manolaki,   Katerina 
Siamani, Rama Shadmon  

44                                                                                              
An investigation using Gestalt Diagnostic Instruments 
for Treatment Effectiveness Measurement at a Gestalt 
Psychotherapy Clinic & Training Institute and                
establishing your own Quantitative research Agenda 
Workshop                                                                                            
Susan Grossman 

236                                                         
Blame and Otherness: To-
wards Theoretically Con-
sistent Complaints Proce-
dures. 

Toni Gilligan 
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WORKSHOP AND LECTURE LOCATIONS AND TIMES 
Saturday 24 September  

  

Room 

SESSION D 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION  E 

2:30 – 3:30 

SESSION F 

4:00 – 5:30 

2101 

95                                           
Professional Competencies 
and Qualitative Standards” 
as Inspirations for Gestalt     
Therapists 

Beatrix Wimmer                
Tomaz Flajs                     
Joseph Melnick               
Richard Lompa  

121                                                                             
Filling the Chair in the Empty Chair technique 
using Immersive Virtual Reality                          
Mel  Slater                                          

186                                                                        
Beyond flattening, instruments for a Clinics of 
Bonds                                                                    
Rosella De Leonibus                                          

 

92                                                                   
In Search of a Good Metaphor:     
Helping our clients to discover    
meaning and be open to new          
possibilities for living 

Tomaz Flajs               

Christine Stevens  

2102 

73                               
‘Knitting an inter-net’ by 
sensitized storytelling 

Olaf Zielke                  
Guus Klaren 

230                                                                           
The Borderline patient: an insistent, anguished 
demand for clarity in a desensitized world                                                              
Valeria Conte                           

58                                                                          
Gambling Disorder: Case Study from a Gestalt 
Therapy perspective                                                  
Giovanna Silvestri      

59                                                                
Personality Disorders: relational 
experiences in a fragmented,         
desensitized world 

Michela Gecele  

2103 

191                                    
Linking Addiction and 
Shame: a Relational      
Gestalt Exploration 

Michelle Seely  
Armin Baier  

215                                                                            
Description and analysis of an observation 
tool: the gestalt grid                                            
Daniela Lipari                                     

198                                                                          
Aesthetics of contact and alzheimer’s disease: 
which support in a desensitized world?                                                             
Grace Maiorana                                  

82                                                                  
Nostalgia – Where We Come From 
and Where We Go To… The mean-
ing of Home 

Joanna Kato   

2104 

24                                         
The Aesthetics of Health 
and Well-Being in          
Organisational life: Key 
Relational Supports 

Maria-Anne Chidiac, Sally 
Danham-Vaughan 

120/217                                                                 
Every creativity’s worth a psychotherapy. The 
beauty of words                                                          
Yianna Yiamareloy, Alessandra Vela and              
Rosa Salvo 

 

47                                                          
The Aesthetic of Writing: Meeting 
the Other at the Boundary 

Susan Fischer  

2105 

143                               
«Why do we love? Close-
ness of Otherness in Cou-
ples...» Gestalt therapy for 
couples. 

Inna Didkovska  

246                                                                               
Competencies of Gestalt Psychotherapist – 
What and How                                                     
Sanja Bratina, Branka Dostanic 

181                                                                              
Defining Competencies: Heresy or Bringing out 
an intrinsic quality of Gestalt Therapy              
Andreas Weichselbraun 

239                                                
Meeting Art at the Contact     
Boundary: An exploration of the 
relationship between contempo-
rary art and Gestalt theory and 
practice 

 Perry  Gunther  

2106 

80                                           
Bodies, Images and       
stories: how to meet and 
sensitize the other in a    
co-created field 

Michele Cannavo           
Jelena Zeleskov Djoric   

75                                                                             
Getting back to our senses or: fundamentals 
about conscientious sensitized contacts                                                                        
Astrid Dudendschon          

147                                                                                   
“I do not know if happiness will show before 
me…or rise within me…deliberately I move 
along” (P.Goodman)                                              
Georg Pernter       

188                                                       
Education as a creative process 

Claude Falgas 

2107 

65                                            
Falling Towards a Quality 
of Presence and Inclusion 

Emilyn Claid,                 
Lynda Osborne 

105                                                                                
Gestalt theory and practice in post traumatic 
crisis intervention                                              
Michal Cernik                                                  

51                                                                                    
An experience of working as a Gestalt Thera-
pist after a series of major earthquakes Nickei 
Falconer   

94                                                        
The body in “now for Next”. The 
network that comes from the back-
ground of Gestalt Competencies 

Monica Bronzini                                      
Barbara Montomoli                   
Nunzia Sgadari                                       
Graziana Busso 
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WORKSHOP AND LECTURE LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

Saturday 24 September  

  

Room 

SESSION D 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION  E 

2:30 – 3:30 

SESSION F 

4:00 – 5:30 

2108 

194  
Leadership: illuminating 
the eclipsed 
  
Susan Congram 

158                                                                                                  
The face of the Other – the desire to love and the desire 
to kill. The significance of Emmanuel Levinas for the      
Gestalt Therapy                                                                        
Ruth Reinboth                   

111                                                                                           
The Beauty violated. Feminicide and the prison        
treatment intervention for the perpetrators of violent 
crimes                                                                                    
Annalisa Castrechi           

251                                                   
Trauma: impairment and/or 
growth? 

Jasenka Pregrad 

Scilla 

172                                            
Yoga and Psycho-therapy 
– Awareness of emotions 
in Psycho-therapy and 
Yoga 

Bosiljka Janyusevic            
Dragana Lalic  

228                                                                                           
The Perls’ Mistake. The personal power as a                  
prerequisite for the aesthetic of otherness                                     
Giovanni Salonia                          

89                                                                                            
Sexuality, Love and Attachment                                           
Dieter Bongers                      

206                                                   
Tango/Gestalt - the Art of 
Leading and Following 

John Leary-Joyce 

Cordari  

184                                   
NEW Contemporary Gestalt 
Therapy Demonstration and 
Theory Films - A Film 
Screening And Discussion 

Robert Resnick   

81                                                                                                    
The Model of Gestalt– Diagnosis of Eating Disorders 
Irina Lopatukhina     
            

66                                                                                                 
Hunger for… relationships. A Gestalt vision of binge 
eating disorder related to obesity                                    
Silvia Alaimo 

182                                                        
Undoing the Splits: A rela-
tional field perspective on 
trauma 

Miriam Taylor 

Cariddi  

211                                             
A Brief Introduction to    
Family Constellations for 
Gestaltists 

Carol  Siederer 

144                                                                                              
Tramas Familiares: An Introduction to our approach in 
Family Psychotherapy                                                            
Adriana Leto, Daniela Mengazzo, Monica Nigro               

180                                                                                             
Sleep Coaching – a Gestalt integrating approach for 
Sleep Disorders                                                                                                 
Brigitte Holzinger                 

148 
Awakening the Dream: From 
disowned self to the           
dreaming relational field 

Maria de Lourdes Kepner 

Pitagora  

60                                           
A Gestalt therapy           
perspective on psychotic 
experiences                        

Gianni Francesetti 

112                                                                                               
Aesthetic of foreigner                                                               
Elisabetta Caldera                        

254                                                                                            
The new Wretched of the Earth: migrants and asylum 
seekers form sub-Saharan Africa, victims of torture,  
inhuman and degrading treatment                                  
Peppe Cannella                  

83                                                            
Gestalt Therapy of                
Psychosomatic Disorders 

Oleg Nemirinskiy 

 

Dioniso  

187                                                    
Embodied Interventions 
and experiments as body-
to-body-communication 
within a Relational      
Gestalt approach 

Julianne Appel-Opper 

207                                                                                                       
Spontaneity and intentionality of contact:  A modality of  
working with children, their parents and their world                     
Silvia Tosi                                  

100                                                                                                      
Unique Adaptations of Methods from Psychodrama, Move-
ment work and Couples and Family Therapy                           
Victor Daniels                             

54                                                 
Eros at Work: Sex, intimacy and 
the aesthetics of otherness 

Leanne O’Shea                               
Sally Denham-Vaughan 

Calipso  

192                                   
The Aesthetic of Music, 
Imagery and Gestalt: An 
Experiential Workshop 

Bob Witchel 

253                                                                                          
Gestalt approach to support and therapy during and 
after trauma                                                                             
Jasenka Pregard 

 258                                                                                  
Trauma and Dissociative experiences in Gestalt Therapy                                                                                          
Valeria Rubino 

28                                                            
Form Forming Form 

Ruella Frank 
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WORKSHOP AND LECTURE LOCATIONS AND TIMES 
Saturday 24 September  

    Room 
SESSION D 

10:30 – 12:00 

SESSION  E 

2:30 – 3:30 

SESSION F 

4:00 – 5:30 

Nettuno  

162                                                    
The dance of the chairs 
and the dance of the    
pronouns. The Theory of 
Self and Family Therapy 
in  Gestalt Therapy 

Giovanni Salonia  

  

Tindari A  

124                                      
The relational nervous 
system in Gestalt Body 
Process Psychotherapy 

James Kepner  

178                                                                                  
A Model for Training Gestalt Therapists integrat-
ing Buddhist psychology/mindful-ness                  
Eva Gold, Steve Zahm 

35                                                                                  
Existential dimension of supervision                  
Elena Kaliteevskaya                                                                   

63                                            
Meeting-the-Other-Meeting-
Me: Presence and Otherness; 
Deepening Relational Theory 
and Practice 

Rich Hycner 

Tindari B 

242                                      
Finding the Other: the             
relational function of self 

Dan Bloom 

231                                                                                     
Social representations of Gestalt Therapy: a 
structural approach                                                      
Vassia Karamanoli 

85                                                                                       
Bridging the otherness of two worlds: Business 
Organizations and Gestalt Approach               
Frans Meulmeester                                             
George Stamatis                                                         
Ioanna Rizou 

249                                           
The Body in the Culture and the 
Culture in the Body 

Julianne Appel-Opper              
Ayre Bursztyn                    
Greet Cassiers                                   
Adam Kincel 



24 

  
  
  
  
     

        

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

 

39 

42 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 
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  43 

  57 

  70 

  83 

  71 

  75 

117 

  63 

  65 

  74 

  36 

  64 

  89 

  64 
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  40 

  60 

  78 

  67 

113 

  90 

  56 

  76 

  100 

  71 

  58 

118 

  44 

  61 

102 

112 

60 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

71 

72 

73 

75 

76 

78/243 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

89 

90/96 

92 

93 

94 

95 

97 

98 

101 

103 

105 

106 

   84 

 118 

   69 

   82 

   96 

   53 

   76 

   39 

 110 

   66 

   79 

   99 

 115 

 105 

   81 

   96 

 112 

 111 

   59 

   94 

   53 

 102 

 106 

 111 

   37 

  114 

    87 

    64 

   110 

     50 

     43 

   100 

    68 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

114 

115 

116 

117 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

126 

127 

130 

131 

133 

134 

135 

139 

140 

143 

144 

146 

147 

148 

151 

152 

155 

156 

157 

     45 

     50 

     73 

   104 

   100 

   108 

     47 

     59 

     40 

     97 

     95 

     48 

     92 

     80 

     51 

   109 

     45 

      58 

   107 

     70 

     72 

     39 

     40 

     81 

    103 

    107 

      99 

    109 

      52 

      72 

      51 

    116 

      93 

158 

160 

162 

163 

166 

167 

170 

172 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

191 

192 

193 

194 

196 

198 

199 

200 

203 

206 

207 

210 

  

   104 

     75 

     88 

     66 

     54 

     37 

     37 

     79 

     89 

     72 

   103 

     99 

   116 

     41 

     87 

     56 

     95 

     77 

   114 

     65 

     80 

     86 

     47 

     82 

     38 

     97 

     53 

     42 

     41 

   120 

   105 

     46 

211 

213 

 

217 

219 

222 

224 

225 

226 

228 

230 

231 

233 

236 

237 

238 
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Workshop Description Index  

You can find each workshop description, including presenter(s)  bios, learning objectives on the page listed next to 

the workshop number (listed in numerical order). For example, workshop 19 is on page 36 of the online brochure.  
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Conference Plenary Presentations 
          Plenary Speech - Donna Orange, PhD, PsyD   

     Friday, September 23, 2016, 8:30 – 10:00 
 

“MY OTHER’S KEEPER: RESOURCES FOR THE ETHICAL TURN IN PSYCHOTHERAPY” 
 

Donna Orange, PhD, PsyD, is educated in philosophy, clinical psychology and psychoanalysis, 
teaches at NYU Postdoc (New York); IPSS (Institute for the Psychoanalytic Study of Subjectivity, 
New York); ISIPSé (Roma and Milano); and in private study groups. She also offers clinical consul-
tation/supervision in these institutes and beyond. Recent books are - Thinking for Clinicians: 
Philosophical Resources for  Contemporary Psychoanalysis and the Humanistic Psychotherapies 
(2010), The Suffering Stranger: Hermeneutics for Everyday Clinical Practice (2011) Nourishing 
the Inner Life of Clinicians and Humanitarians: The Ethical Turn in Psychoanalysis, and in press, 
Climate Justice, Psychoanalysis, and Radical Ethics (2016) 

 Panel Bios:  

Dan Bloom JD, LCSW, is a psychotherapist in private practice in New York City.  He is past president and fellow of 
New York Institute for Gestalt Therapy and past president of the Association for the Advancement of Gestalt Therapy. 
He is adjunct faculty at institutes around the world and independently trains and supervises gestalt therapists. Dan 
has been widely published.  He was Editor-in-Chief of Studies in Gestalt Therapy: Dialogical Bridges and is an associate 
editor of the Gestalt Review. He co-edited the books Continuity and Change: Gestalt Therapy Now and The New York 
Institute for Gestalt in the 21st Century. 

Lynne Jacobs, Ph.D., is co-founder of the Pacific Gestalt Institute, and a Training and Supervising Analyst at the Insti-
tute of Contemporary Psychoanalysis. She is particularly interested in relational processes in therapy, has authored 
numerous articles, and co-authored/co-edited (with Rich Hycner), two books. She teaches and trains nationally and 
internationally. 
 

Margherita Spagnuolo Lobb, PhD is the Dir. of the Istituto di Gestalt HCC Italy (Siracuse, Palermo, Milan), since 
1979, recognized by the It. Minister for the Universities. Programs in Gestalt Psychopath. Full M. of the NYIGT, Past-
President and first Honorary M. of the EAGT, Founder and Hon. President of SIPG, Past President of FIAP, Current 
President of FISIG. She trained with Isadore From and E. and M. Polster. Her work has been influenced by Daniel 
Stern. She has contributed extensive to the development of GT theory and method: 2 books and 6 edited books, 
about 100 articles and chapters. Editor of the Italian Journal Quaderni di Gestalt (since 1985). Her most recent book, 
The Now-for-Next in Psychotherapy. Gestalt Therapy Recounted in Post Modern Society is available in 6 languages. 
 

      Plenary Speech – Leslie Greenberg, PhD 
      Friday, September 23, 2016, 1:00 – 2:00 

                                     A Gestalt Research Program: Politics and Purity    
 

Leslie Greenberg, Ph.D. is Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus of Psychology at York  
University in Toronto,  Ontario. He has authored the major texts on Emotion-focused approach-
es to treatment of individuals and couples. These include the original texts Emotion in Psycho-
therapy (1986), Emotionally Focused Therapy for Couples (1988) and Facilitating Emotional 
Change (1993) and more recently Emotion-focused Couples Therapy: The dynamics of   emo-
tion, love and power (2008). Emotion-focused therapy: Theory and practice (2010), Working 
with Narrative in Emotion-focused Therapy: Changing Stories, Healing Lives. (2011) and 
Therapeutic Presence (2012). He has published extensively on research on the process of change.  
He has received the Distinguished Research Career award of the International Society for Psychotherapy Research as 
well as the Carl Rogers and the Distinguished Professional Contribution to Applied Research of the American Psychol-
ogy Association. He also has received the Canadian Psychological Association Professional Award for Distinguished 
Contribution to Psychology as a Profession. He conducts a private practice for individuals and couples and trains     
people internationally in emotion–focused approaches.    
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Conference Plenary Presentation 
Plenary Speech – Tonino Griffero 

Atmospheres as quasi-things: for a pathic aesthetics 

Saturday, September 24, 2016, 8:30 – 10:00 

Tonino Griffero is full professor of Aesthetics (University of Rome “Tor 
Vergata”, Italy), director of Master “Comunicazione estetica e 
museale” (Scuola IAD, Univ. di Tor Vergata-Galleria Nazionale d’Arte 
Moderna di Roma) and member of the Guaranty Committee of SIE (Società 
Italiana d’Estetica). He is editor of these series of books: “Oltre lo sguardo. 
Itinerari di filosofia” (Armando Editore, Roma) 2007-2012; "Percezioni. 
Estetica & Fenomenologia" (Christian Marinotti Editore, Milano); "Sensibil-
ia" (Mimesis Edizioni, Milano).  He is also director of Sensibilia Colloquium 
on Perception and Experience   (www.sensibilia.it),  “Lebenswelt.           

Aesthetics and Philosophy of Experience” http://riviste.unimi.it/index.php/Lebenswelt/index, “Atmospheric 
Spaces. Aura Stimmung Ambiance” https:/ atmosphericspaces.wordpress.com/. 
 

Tonino Griffero’s areas of competence and topics are: Hermeneutics, German Idealism, Philosophy of 
Symbol and Mythology, Transitive Imagination, Spiritual Body, Phenomenology and Aesthetics of Atmos-
pheres, Lived Spaces and Felt Body.                      
For a full bibliography: www.sensibilia.it/Griffero.  See also http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonino_Griffero 
 

Panel Bios:  
 

Mônica Botelho Alvim:  Gestalt therapist and holds a PhD in Psychology. She has worked in private practice 
for 25 years and has also been involved with the training of Gestalt therapists in several institutes through-
out Brazil. She is a university teacher and supervisor in the area of phenomenology and Gestalt therapy at 
the undergraduate and graduate level at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), Brazil. Mônica coor-
dinates the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in Phenomenology - NEIFeCS, in which she researches the 
contemporary situation and its impacts on existence and the forms of suffering and illness, seeking to inte-
grate the psychological to the sociohistorical and political dimension. Author of numerous articles and two 
books, her research interests involve traditional clinical practice and the development of more wide-
reaching clinical models, always keeping an interdisciplinary dialog involving Gestalt therapy, philosophy 
and art.   
 

Gianni Francesetti: Gestalt psychotherapist, psychiatrist, international trainer and supervisor, Coordinator 
of the International Training on Gestalt Therapy Approach to Psychopathology (Istituto di Gestalt HCC Italy). 
President of the EAGT, Past President of FIAP and of SIPG, NYIGT, AAGT, SPR member. He has authored arti-
cles, chapters, and books in the field of psychiatry and psychotherapy (among the last books: Francesetti, 
Gecele, Roubal (2013), Gestalt therapy in Clinical Practice, Ist. HCC Italy Publ.; Francesetti G., Absence is a 
Bridge Between us. Gestalt Therapy approach to depressive experiences, Ist. HCC Italy Publ., 2015). He lives 
and works in Turin (Italy) as psychotherapist, psychiatrist and supervisor.  
 

Jean Marie Robine: Clinical psychologist and international trainer of Gestalt-therapists. Founder and past 
director of Institut Français de Gestalt-thérapie (1980), co-founder and past-president of EAGT. Full member 
of New York Institute for Gestalt Therapy. Author or editor of 8 books about GT translated in several lan-
guages (Among them in English: “On the Occasion of an Other” Gestalt Journal Press), “Social Change begins 
with Two” (Istituto di Gestalt HCC Press) and “Self - A Polyphony of Contemporary Gestalt Therapist” (in 
Press, L'exprimerie).   

http://web.scuolaiad.it/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=661&Itemid=391
http://web.scuolaiad.it/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=661&Itemid=391
http://www.armando.it/cms/sito/fixed_sx.asp
http://www.armando.it/cms/sito/fixed_sx.asp
http://www.mimesisedizioni.it/archives/000995.html
http://www.mimesisedizioni.it/archives/000995.html
http://www.sensibilia.it
http://riviste.unimi.it/index.php/Lebenswelt/index
https://atmosphericspaces.wordpress.com/
http://www.sensibilia.it/Griffero
http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonino_Griffero
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Association for the Advancement of  

Gestalt Therapy (AAGT) 

Executive Council: 

Patricia Tucker - President 

Toni Gilligan - Vice President 

Ryan Tolman - Secretary 

Burt Lazarin - Treasurer 

Dina Miller - Continuing Education Officer 

 

Officers of the Board: 

Ansel Woldt - Archivist/Associate CE Officer 

Brad Larsen - Communications Director 

Alexandra Schlotterbeck -  Newsletter Editor 

Daniel Bak - Interest Group Co-Chair 

Robert Witchel - Interest Group Co-Chair 

Maryanne Nicholls - Membership Co-Chair  

Jim Battaglia - Membership Co-Chair  

Marlene Blumenthal - Organizational Rep Co-Chair 

Janneke van Beusekom - Organizational Rep Co-Chair 

Adam Kincel - RCP Representative 

Deirdre Winter  - Regional Development Liaison  

Mark Reck - Research Liaison  

Dominique Chabre - Scholarship Co-Chair  

Adam Kincel - Scholarship Co-Chair  

 

Ex-officio Board Members: 

Bud Feder - Board Member At Large  

Gail Feinstein - Board Member At Large  

 

Administrator: 

Mari McGilton 

European Association for Gestalt Therapy 

(EAGT) 

Executive Committee: 

Gianni Francesetti - President 

Beatrix Wimmer -President Elect 

Jack van Liesdonk – Treasurer 

Jelena Želeskov Djoric – External relations / NOGTs officer & 
 Vice-president 

Michele Cannavò – Secretary 

Frans Meulmeester – Chair of Gestalt Practitioner in Organizations 

Nurith Levi – Chair of Training Standards Committee 

General Board: 

Bernhard Thosold (Austria) 

Christiane Rasseart  (Belgium) 

Maya van Zelst  (Belgium) 

Karen Henriksen  (Denmark) 

 Olaf Zielke  (Germany) 

Veronika Klingemann  (Germany) 

Antonia Konstantinidou  (Greece) 

Ilona Erös  (Hungary) 

Talia Bar-Yoseph Levine (Israel) 

Margherita Spagnuolo Lobb  (Italy) 

Lienite Bemere  (Latvia) 

Rytis Arturas Stelingis  (Lithuania)  

Andromahi Naumovska  (Macedonia F.Y.R.O.M.) 

Joyce Sciberras  (Malta) 

Glenn D. Rolfsen  (Norway) 

Renata Mizerska  (Poland) 

Carmen Beyer (Romania) 

Maria Bozenenkova  (Russian Federation) 

Sanja Bratina (Serbia) 

Tomaž Flajs (Slovania) 

Luis Fernando Cámara (Spain) 

Ulf Petrén (Sweden) 

Urs Stauffer (Switzerland) 

Ien van Duijnhoven (The Netherlands) 

Jacqui Lichtenstern (United Kingdom) 
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Conference Planning Committee  

Conveners:  Gianni Francesetti (EAGT), Bur t Lazar in (AAGT), Margher ita Spagnuolo Lobb (SIPG), 

Jelena Zeleskov Djoric  

Planning and Scientific Committee: Dan Bloom,  Michele Cannavò, Dominique Chabre, Claire Asherson 

Bartram, Gail Feinstein, Gianni Francesetti, Cathy Gray, Perry Klepner, Roberta La Rosa, Burt Lazarin,   

Nurith Levi, Jack Van Liesdonk, Dina Miller, Mark Reck, Jan Roubal, Sue O’Rourke, Margherita Spagnuolo 

Lobb, Silvia Tosi, Patricia Tucker, Jelena Zeleskov-Djoric  

Committees:  

Relationship with the Associations: Jack Van Liesdonk (EAGT),  Dan Bloom (AAGT), Michele Cannavò
(SIPG) 

Blind Peer Review of Proposals: Jelena Zeleskov-Djoric, Dominique Chabre 

Organisation of Process Groups: Silvia Tosi, Jack Van Liesdonk, Perry Klepner, Claire Asherson Bartram 

Scholarships Funds: Dieter  Bongers, Dominique Chabre, Adam Kincel, Guus Klaren  

Pre-conference: Toni Gilligan 

Program: Nur ith Levi, Sue O’Rourke, Roberta La Rosa 

Credits: Dina Miller  (US), Marco Lobb (Italy) 

Research: Mark Reck, Jan Roubal 

Auction: Dominique Chabre 

Publicity: Beatrix Wimmer, Robert Witchel 

Language Support Services: Deirdre Winter   

Local organisational group: Michele Cannavò, Marco Lobb, Francesco Lotta, Alessandra                  
Vela , Marika Stella 

Thanks to all who willingly gave of their time and expertise as peer reviewers and editors! 
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NEWLY PUBLISHED BOOK EXHIBITION 
A central purpose of this conference is the sharing of knowledge, theoretically and practically, though lectures,     
workshops, panels and posters.  Another way of sharing the State of the Art is by exposing literature, and in this    
conference, the scope of richness and variety promises to be even broader than usual.  
 

It is a tradition in AAGT and EAGT conferences that some time is devoted to either showcasing newly published books 
and/or a dialogical meeting with the writers and editors of books that were published since  the last conference, 
which for EAGT is every three years. This session's purpose is for authors to bring to the  attention of participants 
something about the source of inspiration, motivation or any other interesting feature of the book. It is a meeting 
point of the authors and their readers, an opportunity for questions, sometimes for feed-back, exchanging opinions 
and perspectives. Mainly it is the personal-human experience of contact on the intellectual as well as on the practical  

and emotional level.    

Room: 1101 Session A  -  Friday:  10:30 – 12:00 

M Parlett  2015  Future Sense: Five Explorations of Whole Intelligence for a World that’s waking up   English 
 
N Amendt-Lyon (Ed) Timeless Experience: Laura Perls’ unpublished notebooks and literary texts. English   
 
G Francesetti (Ed) 2015 Absence is the Bridge between us. Gestalt Therapy Perspective on Depressive Experiences  
English 
 
M Beron 2013 The Power of Labels: How do we get labelled? How do labels predetermine our lives? How to get rid 
of them and live a happier life  English 
I Lopatukhina   2014   Fore-man of Food. The psychology of shapeliness.   Russian 

M Taylor  2014 Trauma Therapy and Clinical Practice  English 
 
G Hughes  2014  Competence and Self-Care for Counsellors and Psychotherapists   English 
 
M Parlett & T Francis (Eds) 2016 (in press) Contact and Context: New Directions in Gestalt Coaching   English  

Room: 1104 Session B -  Friday:  4:30 – 6:00 
 

JM Robine (Ed)  2015  Self, A Polyphony of Contemporary Gestalt Therapists   Spanish, English, French 
 
M Spagnuolo Lobb, N Levi, A Williams 2016  Gestalt Therapy with Children: From Epistemology to Clinical Practice   
English 
 
P Dreitzel  2013  The Art of Living and the Joy of Love  German (translated) 
 

 
M Spagnuolo Lobb 2013  The Now-for-Next in Psychotherapy. Gestalt Therapy recounted in Post-Modern Society    
English 
 
V E O Kolmannskog  2015  The Empty Chair. Tales from Gestalt Therapy    Norwegian 
 
S Goss & C Stevens (Eds) 2016 Making Research Matter: Researching for change in the theory and practice of coun-
selling and psychotherapy   English 
 
F Meulmeester, I Rizou & G Stamatis 2016 The Art of Change: A different approach for Organizations and              
Enterprises    English 
 
E Gold & S Zahm  2016 (in press) Buddhist Psychology & Gestalt Therapy Integrated: Psychotherapy Practice for the 
21st Century. English  

Room: 2107 Session C -  Friday:  6:15 – 7:45 
 

A Feckova & B Wimmer (Eds)  2016  Women in Gestalt Therapy   English 
 
 

L Hartmann-Kottek  2014  Fascination and Efficacy  German (not translated) 
 
P Brownell  2015  Spiritual competency in Psychotherapy   English 
 
B Mistler & P Brownell (Eds) 2015   Global perspectives on research, theory and practice: A decade of Gestalt!    
English 
 
B Holzinger & G Klösch  2013 Schlafcoaching       German 
 
B Holzinger  2013 Nightmares – what they tell us and how we can change them  German 
 
E Greenberg   2016 (in Press) Borderline, Narcissistic and Schizoid Adaptations: The Pursuit of Love, Admiration and 
Safety.  English  
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Saturday Evening Events 

Location: Giardino (Garden facing the Sea) 

                                            Auction  
 

 

 
The auction is held at every AAGT conference and is one part of the AAGT Scholarship Fund.  It is a lively, 
entertaining event during which items donated by AAGT members are auctioned and purchased by confer-
ence participants. 100% of the proceeds goes directly into the scholarship fund which helps gestalt thera-
pists participate in our conferences and learn about gestalt therapy worldwide. We auction serious and 
whimsical items; the goal is to have fun in the process! Items we have auctioned include journal subscrip-
tions and books, quilts and crafts, vacation rentals and workshops. Back by popular demand,                     
Charlie  Bowman will be our auctioneer extraordinaire. 

Entertainment  

Mandragole Acoustic Trio 

 

 

                                     Remembering Community Members we have Lost 

 

After our Saturday evening dinner, we will take time to remember and 

honor recently deceased  colleagues. Jack Aylward will share a brief memo-

rial address honoring the life of Joel Latner who died on August 4, 2016.  

We invite others to contribute to this experience honoring Gestalt           

colleagues who passed away recently.    
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The Bag 

The bag provided to participants when they arrive at the 
conference will be made with recycled material, by people 
diagnosed with psychosis, living in a therapeutic community 
— La grazia. The link to their website is:  www.ctalagrazia.it 

The CTA "Grace" is a therapeutic rehabilitative community  
founded in 1980. It is an old Villa Patrizia renovated and 
expanded in the territory of Caltagirone, near the Reserve 
of the Santo Pietro Bosco.  The community has in it the 
word ‘group’, as it involves sharing a living space with a 
common creation and acceptance of rules providing a struc-
ture to live together, a chance to regain a world view and 
the self anchored to reality and actually "invested" and 
shared.  

Conference Brochure 

The Conference brochure is available in two formats: the 32 page 

printed brochure, which you will receive upon arrival at the confer-

ence and a more complete 123 page on-line brochure. The on-line 

brochure includes all workshop descriptions, learning objectives, 

and presenter biographies. The printed version is also available 

online, allowing you the convenience of viewing it on your phone or 

laptop during the conference. Links to both versions of the brochure 

can be found at: http://aagt.org/taormina-2016-programlang/ 

As with any conference, room locations and other last minute 

changes could occur, so we recommend that you watch for these 

changes.  We hope that both conference brochures contribute to a 

rewarding experience.  

  Program Committee: Nurith Levi, Sue O’Rourke, Roberta La Rosa 

  Brochure Designer:  Bob Witchel 

http://www.ctalagrazia.it
http://aagt.org/taormina-2016-programlang/
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                       Please Support Our Sponsors 


